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PHARM ACY SCHOOL INVOLVED IN COM M UNITY H EA LTH -CEN TER PR O JEC T
M ISSOULA ~
In collaboration with Missoula’s Partnership Health Center, the School of Pharmacy at
The University of Montana will participate in a project that recently landed a federal grant to
increase pharmacy services at several community health centers in Montana.
The multiyear demonstration project, supported by $241,000 from the Bureau of Primary
Health Care, is one of 10 the bureau has funded around the country. It will benefit community
health centers in Billings, Butte, Helena, Great Falls and Livingston, as well as grant recipient
Partnership Health Center in Missoula.
Community health centers provide care for many of the state’s residents who do not
qualify for other assistance programs. Although the centers in Missoula and Billings have
pharmacy services, the remaining four do not. Clients depend upon indigent drug programs,
samples and contracts with community pharmacies to gain access to needed medications.
In its first year, the project’s activities will include increasing the number of clinical
services in the Billings center, establishing on-site pharmacies in two centers and completing
needs assessments for two other centers, said Gayle Cochran, chair o f UM’s pharmacy practice
department. Clinical pharmacy services will be established for patients with diabetes, asthma,
hypertension or high cholesterol, and patients on anticoagulation therapy.
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This project will not only improve health outcomes for clients but also increase the number
of clinical sites where UM pharmacy students can be trained, she said.
As training sites, community health centers provide students with clerkship experience in
ambulatory care, as opposed to experience in a hospital setting. Because most pharmacists work
in ambulatory settings —where clients walk in with prescriptions from doctors —pharmacy
students need this kind of experience, said Tim Stratton, a pharmacy practice associate professor.
It is very different from the hospital setting, in which doctors and nurses closely monitor patients’
medications.
Jeannie Swain, an adjunct assistant professor of pharmacy practice, oversees clinical
pharmacy services and students at the pharmacy UM has set up at Partnership Health Center.
Other pharmacy faculty members involved in various aspects of the demonstration project are
Stratton, Visiting Instructor Bob Williams and Assistant Professor Jean Carter.

###
TB
Local, dailies
Partner, rl

